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The Holy Story of Confuc
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Praying at Hill Ni

In the twentieth vear of King Ling of Chou Dvnasty, 1.e. the twenty-second year of Duke Hsiang of Lu (552B.C.), Confucius' father, Shuliang Ho,

an official of the town of Tsou, prayed at hill Ni-Chiu with Confucius' mother, Yen Centsai. They begot Confucius in the following year. There

was a noticeable convolution on his head at his birth, and that was why he was called "Ch'm"(Literally meaning a "hill"). His alias was Chungni.
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Performing the Chu-to Ceremony |

In the twenty-third vear of King Ling of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the twentyv-fourth vear of Duke Hsiang of Lu (549 B.C.) Confucius' father died when
Confucius was only three vears old. His mother brought him to Chu-fu county of Shantung province. She always encouraged Confucius with the
great achievements of his ancestors; therefore, Confucius made great vow early in his childhood. Because of his nature of filial piety, Confucus

usually prepared sacnificial offerings and performed the ceremonies of worship. Note:Chu-to is a kind of ceremony instrument.
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Memorizing the Buke‘sj Bestowal with His Child's Name

In the twelfth vear of king Juiing of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the ninth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (533 B.C.). Confucius marmed Chikuan in Sung. In the

following year, he begot a child. Duke Chao of Lu bestowed two carps to celebrate the birth of Confucius' child. To memonze forever the

bestowal of Duke Chao, Confucius named his child "L1" (literally meaning "carp™), alias "Po Yu". ¢
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Taking Charge of Granary of Lu )

In the thirteenth vear of Kind Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the tenth yvear of Duke Chao of Lu (532 B.C.). when Confucius was twenty, he was
appointed to take charge of the granary of Lu. Although this was a very low position, he worked rather hard. He achieved accuracy in cashier work

and was reasonable and fair in taxing grain. Therefore, Confucius gained the trust of his seniors and the cooperation of farmers.
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Being the Ch'eng-t'ien Official )

In the fourteenth year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the eleventh year of Duke Chao of Lu (531 B.C.), Confucius was 21 years old. He was
promoted to be a " Ch'eng-t'en” official to take charge of gardening and raising cattle and sheep. He always did his best regardless of the position

being high or low. The cattle and sheep quickly multiphied.
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Learning Music from Hsihsiang

In twenty-second vear of King Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the nineteenth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (523 B.C.). when Confucius was 29 vears old,
he learned to play on Ch'in, a string musical instrument, from the music master Hsihsiang. For ten davs he played the same song. Through constant
practice, he contemplated on the rhythm and connotation of the song as well as the image and personality of the composer. Finally, he figured out

that, "Can the composer of the song be any other than King Wen (the founder of the Chou Dynasty)?" Hsihsiang was surprised at the wisdom of

Confucius and said, "Indeed. 1t 15 the work of Kin Wen!"
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Studying Rites from Laotan

In the third year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the twenty-fifth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (517 B.C.). when Confucius was 35 vears of age, he

and Nankung Chingshu went to study the ancient rites and ceremonies from Laotan in Chou. Laotan was once the royal hibrary curator of Chou

Kingdom. He was in charge of the nites and ceremonies and the storage of archives and hiterature, so he knew the ntes and ceremonies very well.

Confucius went to him to study ancient rites from him.



HERE S5

ABEZE  RBA=FEE (B E—
L) cFTFHF=F ARk FFEmEDL -

WELBBRE : "ILTEEHR FEA
MRk - BEMAT - SRR LM TR
MR T EAZEE -

E

Visiting the Music Master Ch'anghung

In the third year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the twenty-fifth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (517 B.C.), when Confucius was 35 years of age, he
visited the music master Ch'anghung, Described Confucius, "Confucius has the demeanor of a sage. When he talks, he always refers to 'the former
kings'. He 1s humble, wise and learned. I believe he is a modern sage.”
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Hearing the Shao Music in Ch'l |
In the third year of King Jiing of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the twenty-fifth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (517 B.C.), when Confucius was 35 years of age, he

discussed the principle of music with the Grand Tutor of Ch', upon hearing the music of Shao, symbolic dance music ascribed to an ancient

Emperor Shun, 2255-2204 B.C.), he realized the perfect goodness and perfect beauty of music. He then studied the music concentratedly for three

months and did even not know the taste of meat.
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Yen Ying Interrupted the Granting of Land to Confucius

In the f?un‘h year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the twenty-sixth vear of Duke Chao of Lu (516 B.C.), when Confucius was 36years old and
staved in Ch'l, Duke Jiing of Ch'i again asked about the way of administration from Confucius was replied, "The way of administration consists in
limiting state expenditures.” The Duke was very pleased and was going to grant the land of Nich'i to Confucius. Then minister Yen Ying recom-
mended to the Duke, "The Ju (later identified with Confucianists) are hnElul:lF models to follow because their words are hard to prove. Furthermore,
they are arrogant and self-deceited. Such people cannot be made subjects. If your majesty want to put him in power and change the customs of the
country, I would question whether it is advisable.” Therefore the Duke said to Confucius, "I am too old to put vour doctrines into practice.” Con-

fucius then left Ch't and returned to Lu.
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Retired to Edit the Books of Poetry and History )

In the sixteenth year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the sixth vear of Duke Ting of Lu (504B.C.). when Confucius was 48 vears old. Baron
Chi usurped the authority of the Duke and so the government of Lu fell into the hands of the Bﬁmns. Confucius decided not to go into the govemn-
ment, but retired to correct the Books of Poetry and History and Ritual and Music. The number of his discriples grew rapidly, and many came from

distant parts of the land.
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Ruling Chung-tu with Morality

In the twentieth vear of King Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the tenth vear of Duke Ting of Lu (500B.C.), when Confucius was 52years old, he was
appointed the magistrate of Chungtu. He leislated the laws governing the rituals of birth, death, wedding and funeral ceremonies. The meals of

adults and children were amounted. People should fulfill their obligations to society according to their individual abilities. Men and women should
follow different lanes in the street. After a vear, the social order was so good that the walkers in the street would not pick up the thing lost and
businessmen did not adulterate their goods. The town became a model city and an object of imitation for all 1ts neighboring states. Later Confucius
was promoted to the position of the Secretary of Public works and further promoted to that of the Grand Secretary of Justice and the acting Chief

minister. Within seven days. he executed Shaochengmo who plunged the government into disorder. After three months of his premuership, Lu
became an orderly state.
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fhe Conference with Ch'i in Chiaku

In the twentieth vear of King Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the eleventh year of Duke Ting of Lu (499 B.C.), when Confucius was 53 years old. the
dukes of Ch'i and Lu held a good-will conference in Chiaku in the spring. Confucius was the grand Secretary of Justice of Lu, and was also |
appointed as the ceremonial official of this conference by Duke Ting of Lu because of his broad knowledge about ceremonies. After exchanging
the gifts, an official of Ch'l requested permission for the play of music from different lands. Confucius said, "Why the barbarian musics when the
rulers are holding a goodwill conference? I request that they be dismissed.” After a while, the Ch,1 official requested permission for the performing
of palace music. Confucius said, "Common people who try to corrupt the rulers should be killed.” The Duke of Ch'i was greatly ashamed and
impressed, therefore he returned the land which he had taken away fm!n Lu as a token of apology.
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Razing Three Cities

In the twenty-third year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the thirteenth year of Duke Ting of Lu (497 B.C.), Confucius said to the Duke Ting,

"According to the regulation, subject ought not keep armor. and a baron ought not have a city with over a hundred jis (a j1 1s a parapet of thirty feet
by ten feet). Now, the Barons Mensun, Shusun, and Chisung had cities larger than that, Their powers are too great. Please raze their cities to
strengthen the central authority and cut their powers for the sake of the ruling abiding by nites." The Duke gave his consent and razed the citv Hou
of Baron Shusun, and city pi of Baron Chisun. However, the Duke failed to raze the city Ch'eng of Baron Mengsun because of the latter's defense.

Therefore the suggestion to raze the three cities was just a step short of success.



Y E - '
A¥E=—tmF  §EA+WFE (HAWNEL
<) cFTFHEREFER A SR LEEE
BB R KA Mk o il A0 RA&HE %
oo HEEAA o AR B E L
XB AR AAEREL  HABE
(M BA T o Aoz B R ILTRE E SR
R > i N RAR R A SRR ILT 5 AL
TG A B o AR S BT

The Duke of Lu Received Beauties of Ch'i and Confucius left Lu

In the twentv-fourth vear of king Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the fourteenth vear of duke Ting of Lu (496 B.C.). when Confucius was 56 yﬂars--:rld,
he had been remaining 1n power for several years in Lu. His political reformation was very successful. The neighbouring state Ch'i was greatly
worried that it would be endangered by the powerful Lu. Therefore the Duke of Ch'1 adopted Li-mari's scheme to select many beautiful girls and
fine horses and sent them the Duke of !ﬂu as a present. Duke Ting received the present and indulged himself in the debauchenes and neglectad his
governmental duties, Later, Confucius accompanied Duke Ting to conduct the offering to the Heaven. But the Duke forgot to share the sacnificial

meat with Confucius. Because of the Duke's insult, Confucius left Lu and went to other states.
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Trapped in K'uang

In the twenty-fifth vear of King Juing of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the fifteenth year of Duke Ting of Lu (495 B.C.), when Confucius was 57, he went first

from Lu to Wei, and then to Ch'en. When passing through the city of K'uang. he was entrapped for five days, out of revenge, by the local people
because he looked like Yang Hu who had been very cruel to the natives of K'uang. Confucius was not treatened at all and kept on playing the
string instrument without stop. He said, "When King Wen died, did that mean the culture ceased to exist? If the Heaven really intends to let such
culture disappear, the postenty shall never again share in the culture. But if the Heaven does not intend to destrov such culture, what can the

people of K'ung do to me?" After the people of K'uang found out that this is a mistake, they released Confucius.
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The People of Sung Uprooting the Tree

In the twenty-sixth year of King Juing of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the first yvear of Duke A1 of Lu (494 B.C.), when Confucius was 58, he left We1 for

Ts'ao, but his 1dea could not be accepted by the people of Ts'ao. Confucius then left Ts'ao for Sung. He studied the practice of ceremony under a
big tree with his disciples. Huan Tuei, a military officer of Sung, wanted to kill Confucius and sent his servants secretly to uproot the tree. Con-
fucius' disciple asked Confucius to leave Ts'ao quickly. Confucius said. "Since the Heaven has entrusted me the mission to promote morality, what

can Huan Tuei do to me?"
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A Disgrace of Riding in the Second Carriage
In the twenty-sixth year of King Jiing of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the first year of duke A1 of Lu (494 B.C.). Confucius was back to Wei from Pu. One
day Duke Ling of We1 was riding in a carriage with the Queen, Nantse, and asked Confucius to follow in a second carriage. Confucius, regarding

this as a disgrace, sighed. "I have never seen people who love morality as they love beautiful women." Confucius then left.
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A tour of Sung in Mufti

In the twenty-sixth year of King Juing of Chou, also the first vear of Duke A1 of Lu (494 B.C.). when Confucius left Sung for Cheng. he got lost of

the disciples. Confucius stood alone at East Gate to wait for them. A native of Cheng told Tsekung, "There 1s a man at the East Gate whose
forehead looks like that of Emperor Yao. whose neck resembles that of an ancient mimister Kaovao, and whose shoulders resemble those of
Tsech'ang. From shoulders down, he is three inches shorter than Emperor Yu. He looks crest fallen like a homeless, wandering dog.” Later when
the disciples found Confucius, Tsenku.ng told Confucius this story. Confucius smiled and said, "I don't think that his description of my figures is

true, But he 1s quite right in saving that I resembled a homeless. wandering dog."
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A hawk Pierced with an Arrow Malde of Hu Wood
In the twenty-sixth year of King Jung of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the first vear of Duke A1 of Lu (494 B.C.), when Confucius was 38, he left Wei for

Ch'en where he staved for over an year at the home of Tsengtse, the magistrate of the city. Many hawks descended at the court of Ch'en and were
shot to death by arrows made of hu wood. Duke Ming of Ch'en asked Confucius about the arrow. Confucius replied. "Those hawks came from far
away. The arrows were products of Shushen (an ancient state in the Chiling Province). When Emperor Wu conquered Shang, the people of
Shushen sent in tributes of arrows made of hu wood with stone arrowhead. The emperor shared these arrows with the duke of Ch'en as a sign of
benevolence. That was how the Shushen arrows came to Ch'en. You may check in the old palace and may be able to find some yet." After

checking, they did find similar arrows in the old palace, as Confucius had told.
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Refu_rning at the Bank of Yellow River

In the twenty-seventh vear of King Jung of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the second year of Duke A1 of Lu (493 B.C.), when Confucius was 59, baron Chien
of Chao sent a messenger to mvite Confucius. Confucius left Wei to Chin and headed west to meet with Baron Chien of Chao. On reaching the
bank of Yellow River, he heard the news that Tu Ch'ou Ming Tu, and Shun Hwa were killed. He stood on the bank and sighed. "How beautiful it

15! How grand the water 1s! Fate has decreed that I should not cross this nver." He then returned to Wel.



Playing Ch'ing in Wei

In the twenty-seventh of King Hihing of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the second year of Duke A1 of Lu (493 B.C.). when Confucius was 59, he hived in
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Wel. One day Confucius was playing ch'ing, a stone musical instrument, with his students for amusement. A man carrving a straw basket past his

door and signed, "The man who 1s playing ch'ing has a will to save the world." After a while, the man said again, "What a stubborn person! If

other persons can not understand you, why not just maintain your own integrity?" Upon hearing the words, Confucius sighed, "If I can do just as

you say that not to fulfille the mission when I know this 1s an impossible mission. then will be no difficult for me."
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Duke Ling Asking about Military Tacitics

In the twenty-eighth year of King Jihing of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the third vear of Duke A1 of Lu (492 B.C.). when Confucius was 60, he stayed in
Wel. One day Duke Ling of Wei asked Confucius about military tactics and Confucius rephed. "I know nothing about the science of warfare." The
next day when Confucius was talking ;.w’ith the Duke, the latter merely turned up his head and looked at the flying geese in the sky and did not

seem to pay any attention to Confucius. So Confucius left for Ch'en. Duke Ling of Wei died in the same year.



Tselu Asking Direction

In the thirty-first year of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the sixth year of Duke A1 of Lu (489 B.C.), on the way back from Yeh to Ts'a1, Con-
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fucius forgot whereabouts of the ferry. He saw that Changchu and Chiehmi were plowing in the field. He then sent Tselu to ask direction from

them. Chiehni did no answer the question but replied, "The chaos in our present world is like an overwhelming flood. Who can change the present

state of affairs? Rather than following the one who 1s trving to find a lord to work for, why not follow the one who secludes himself from the

world?" Then he went on plowing and would not speak to Tselu anymaore.
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Running out of Food in Ch'en

In the thirty-second year of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the seventh year of Duke A1 of Lu (488 B.C.), when Confucius was 64 vears old. he

went to Ch'en by way of Sung. In the previous year, the duke of Ch'u sent someone to invite Confucius to work for Ch'u, Confucius intended -tu
accept this appointment and was leaving for Ch'u. The Minmisters of Ch'en and Ts'ai plotted together. "Confucius 1s a very capable Man, 1f he works
for Ch'u, our countries will be in Trouble." They therefore sent men to surround Confucius and his disciples on thewr way to Ch'u. Confucius' party
were short of food supplies. Many of Confucius' disciples fell sick and were confined to bed. but Confucius kept on reading and singing and
playing a string mstrument. He showead no sign of fear or sadness. Confucius then sent Tsekung to Ch'u. Being informed. the King of Ch'u sent an

army to rescue Confucius out of danger.
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Tsehsi Interrupted King's Granting of Land to Confucius _
In the thirtv-second year of King Iithng of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the seventh year of Duke A1 of Lu (488 B.C.), when Confucius was 64 years old he

arrived m Ch'u. King Chao of Ch'u was going to grant Confucius a piece of land of seven hundred his (miles) in Shushe. A mimster of Ch'u by the

name of Tsehsi recommended, "Do your majesty have a diplomat as eloquent as Tsekung? Do your majesty have a chief minister as capable and

moral as Yen Hue1? Do vour majesty have a general as brave and masculine as Tselu? Do vour majesty have an admimstrator as able as Tsai1 Yu?

Once Confucius possesses a territory, with such able disciples assisting him, [ hardly think that it will be good for our country,” This completely

changed the King's mind. Confucius then left Ch'u and returned to Wel.



HirxEEm :
B E=+—F ' §RALF (HBOIWEAN
) o FLTFHES ek AR E LR
ZHEAAESEEIEGE L - IR - K&
2 ABILTFoy R - FAL T B! B
o | AR ETEIRER 7B LN FLR

CRBIEE c RARMFRTURFAICE - BT |
RRT | AR FHE AR AR - | FSAEBIL
T EERAL - A AFHBERAFR
c JLFEET » FTRBFoMED S SEN
s AR ILTF ik o 3k o

The Madman of Ch'u

In the thirty-second year of King Iithng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the seventh year of Duke A1 of Lu (488 B.C.), when Confucius was 64, he was on his

way to Ch'u. There was a pretended madman of Ch'u by the name of Chenyu who sang as he passed Confucius' carriage. "Oh! Phoenix! Phoenix!
What happens to thy virtue and makes 1t decline? Let by-gones be by-gones. But make amends for what still lies ahead. How dangerous it 15 to
engage In political affairs today! Alas! Forget about it!" He was actually advising Confucius that the world was too chaotic to save and there's no

way to restore the order. Why not retire from the world as soon as possible? Confucius got down from his camage to talk to him. but the latter ran
away, and Confucius failed to have a talk with him.
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Composing 'The Song of Hill’

In the thirty-seventh year of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the twelfth year of Duke A1 of Lu (483 B.C.). when Confucius was 69 vears old.
Baron Ch'itkang of Lu welcomed Confucius back to Lu from Wei with many presents such as golden coins and silk. Fourteen vears elapsed since
Confucius left Lu. Thus he composed :The Song of Hill', "The Way of Jen (benevolence) 1s in the near place. However, I tried to gain 1t at distant

places. Therefore I lost my way and could not return and encountered many obstacles.” He ascended the hill and sighed for a long time.
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Mastering the Six Books

In the thirty-seventh year of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the twelfth vear of Duke A1 of Lu (483 B.C.). when Confucius was 69, he returned

from Wei to Lu. Nerther did the duke of Lu put Confucius in power nor did Confucius desire to seek office. Therefore Confucius prefaced the
Book of History, instructed the Book of Rite, revised the Book of Poetry, corrected the Book of Song, prefaced the Book of Change, T'uan, His,
Hsiang, illustrated Kua and Wenyen, revised the Book of Spring and Autumn and wrote the Book of Filial Piety. Confucius had three thousand

pupils and out of them seventytwo had mastered "the Six Arts".
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Hunting Lin in the West Countryside

In the spring of the fortieth vear of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty, 1.e. the fifteenth vear of Duke A1 of Lu (480 B.C.), when Confucius was seven-
ty-two, Duke A1 had a hunt in the western countryside, Chushang, the driver of Baron Shusun, caught a strange animal which was regarded as had
luck. Confucius was invited to check 1t and then crnied, "Oh! Lin! Lin! Such an amimal of virtue. You appear in the world but die. It seems that my

way comes to its end.” Onginally Confucius was basing on the Chronicles of Lu to wnite the Book of Spring and Autumn. Then he stopped the
work, and the book ended with this year.
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Dreaming a Funeral between Two Pillars

In the forty-first year of King Jihng of Chou Dynasty. 1.e. the sixteenth year of Duke A1 of Lu (479 B.C.), on the day of Y1-Ch'ou of the fourth
month, Confucius died. Confucius once dreamt he was sitting and receiving a libation between two pillars. He regarded this dream a symbol of his
death. On the following day, Confucius got up early and took a walk leisurely around the door, with the help of a walking stick. He sang a song.
"Ah! The Tar mountain 1s crumbling down! The pillar 1s falling down! The sage is passing out” Then he entered his house and sat in the middle of
the door. He told Tsekung about the dream when Tsekung came to visit him. He was sick for seven days and died at seventy-three.
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Mqurhing and Bidding Farewell

In the sixth month of the year Confucius passed away, and his remain was buried on the bank of river Sze to the north of city Lu. His disciples all
observed the funeral nitual and resided by the tomb for three years. When the three years of mourning were over, they offered sacrifice to their
deceased teacher and said good-bye to each other and left, weeping agam at the grave before they departed. But Tsekung remained in a hut near
the tomb for six years. Later, over one hundred families of Confucius' disciples and the natives of Lu moved to live near the tomb. There grew up a

village known as "Con's Village".
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